West Yorkshire Prayer & Support Group — Give thanks that after
hearing about Daylight at his church in Leeds, a new volunteer is in the
process of joining the team. God had laid it upon his heart for many
months that he should be more involved in sharing the Gospel with
others, and prison ministry is now where he feels he should go.

Please pray for prisoners who are still feeling quite low after the
Christmas period, as the numbers of those self-harming have increased,
and for those who are sick and suffering from incurable illnesses. Pray
too for concerns in some of the nearby prisons for those who have
recently been released with no home to go to, that they will find the
help and support they need to rebuild their lives outside.

Give thanks for the recent baptisms of four men in HMP Wakefield and
twelve women in HMP New Hall and praise God that two of the nearby
prisons have now received the Gideon Bibles they had requested. Please
pray that these will be read and that the Lord will speak to many
thrrough His Word.
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We continue to be thankful for opportunities chaplaincy duties provide to
spend time with individual prisoners on the wings; answering questions,
befriending, and offering support to those who are particularly
struggling. Helping prisoners who have lost loved ones also continues to
be a big part of this work.

One of our chaplains has recently had contact with a very young man,
Theo, who has a complicated background and has faced a lot of
difficulties for someone of his age. He recently heard that his mother had
been diagnosed with a terminal illness and did not have long to live. We
are thankful that it was possible to arvange for him to visit his mother
in the hospice before she died and hope that it will also be possible for him
to attend her funeral.

Theo is grateful for the support he is receiving from chaplaincy, and said
that he had come along to some services in the prison when he first came
in and had stopped attending, but now would like to start coming to
services again. Please pray that something of this contact will be used to
speak to him, and that our chaplains will be given wisdom as they seek
to support prisoners like Theo who have recently lost loved ones.

Carrying out receptions also continues to provide good opportunities to
make contact with new prisoners. One of chaplains recently did the
reception for a man in his forties who was keen to sign up to come to
services, saying he wanted to turn his life around. He also requested a
Bible, and has been one of a number of new prisoners to do this over the
last couple of months. Please pray that these Bibles will be read, and that
the Lord will use His Word to speak to the hearts of many.
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